AFCAC NEWSLETTER
ISSUE APRIL 2021

“ SECURITY IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY”
2021 - THE YEAR OF SECURITY CULTURE
CONSTITUTION
OF THE 15

TH

OF AFCAC ENTERS IN FORCE DEFINITELY ON 06 APRIL 2021 UPON DEPOSIT
INSTRUMENT OF RATIFICATION BY THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL

VIRTUAL LAUNCH OF THE INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT PROJECT TO THE AFRICAN CIVIL AVIATION COMMISSION FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AFRICAN SINGLE AIR TRANSPORT MARKET - 13 APRIL 2021
The African Development Bank (AfDB) conducted a virtual launch of the Institutional Support Project to AFCAC
for the implementation of the SAATM. Representatives
of AFRAA, ICAO, IATA – who are key stakeholders and
AUC that was very instrumental in sourcing the financial
assistance by the Bank to AFCAC, also attended the
meeting. Mr. Romain EKOTO - AfDB on behalf of the
Director of Infrastructure in his remarks informed the
audience that by clarifying roles of each stakeholder
(AFCAC, AFRAA, IATA, ICAO, and the Bank) would help
to minimize any potential delays in implementing the
project moving forward and hence the significance of
the project launch. On behalf of H.E Dr Amani AbouZeid AU Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy,
Mr. Marzouk the Acting Director expressed their gratitude to the African Development Bank for the great support provided to AFCAC through the Institutional Support Project. The AUC’s Acting DIE concluded his remarks with a reminder to the AFCAC President, Bureau
and Secretariat to keep the momentum as Member
States and Stakeholders are in dire need for the timely
implementation of the activities, under the Joint Prioritized Action Plan for the operationalization of the Single

African Air Transport Market (SAATM). Mr. Lesa Gabriel,
the President of AFCAC also expressed his gratitude to
the Bank for its support of this bold initiative and stated
on behalf of the Bureau, on the satisfaction with the
excellent works achieved so far by AFCAC in fulfilling the
requirements for the Official launch of the Project. The
President further urged the newly recruited staff, of the
Executive Agency of the YD, to work hard to achieve the
goal of fully operationalizing the SAATM. IATA and
AFRAA shared with the audience their Project Implementation Plans meeting of the activities that will carry
out as part of the safe operational assistance to airlines.
The Regional Directors of ESAF and WACAF reiterated
their respective commitment to AFCAC in accordance to
the Project Implementation Agreement signed with
ICAO. The meeting concluded successfully with the
training component, by the African Development Bank
to the Stakeholders and particularly the staff members
of the Executing Agency - Project Implementation Unit
(PIU) who would play a key role ensuring the project
implementation moves seamlessly according to the procurement, financial management and disbursement of
the entire project.

AFRICAN MINISTERS OF AIR TRANSPORT ADOPT COMMON POSITION
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL - 15 APRIL 2021
H.E Dr Amani Abou-Zeid, Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy convened an extra ordinary meeting of
Ministers of Air Transport and key stakeholders on 15th
April 2021 to discuss the plan by some States to introduce COVID-19 vaccine passport as a requirement for
air travel. The objective of the meeting was to coordinate a common African position and establish a mechanism for communicating the joint position to respon-
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sible institutions and partners. The meeting was cochaired by H.E Didier Manzengu Makangu Minister of
Transport of the Democratic Republic of Congo and
Chair of the AU Transport Sub Committee and H.E. Dr.
Amani Abou-Zeid, AUC Commissioner for Infrastructure
and Energy. Read more @ https://au.int/en/
pressreleases/20210415/african-ministers-air-transportadopt-common-position-regarding-international

JPO STEERING COMMITTEE (SC8) - 20 APRIL 2021

AFCAC participated in the 8 Meeting of the
JPO Steering Committee held virtually on 20 April 2021.
The Programme is a partnership between AUC and the
EU, which is championing the development of Global
Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) applications and
implementation of EGNOS-based services across the

African continent. The meeting was convened among
others to oversee the overall strategic direction and policy of the Action “Support to the Joint Programme Office
(JPO)” which is in its second phase of implementation
(2018-2020). The SC8 Meeting is under the co-chairing
of African Union Commission and European Commission.
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JOINT REGIONAL SECURITY CULTURE WEBINAR - 13 APRIL 2021
ICAO ESAF and WACAF
Regional Offices in collaboration with AFCAC jointly organized a
webinar with the objective of supporting and promoting the ICAO Year of
Security Culture (YOSC). Two hundred sixty-four (264) participants
from AFCAC member States have
virtually participated in the back to
back Regional Security Culture
Event Webinars. The webinar gave
an opportunity to debate on how to
implement an effective security culture in aviation and how entities can
assess their security culture. AFCAC,
among States, Regional Organizations and Industry partners, have
shared its approach to security culture by sharing its activities and partnership programs.

WORKSHOP

ON

THREAT ASSESSMENT AND RISK MANAGEMENT

IN

AVIATION SECURITY

6 - 8 APRIL 2021
Within the framework of collaboration bet- in delivering sustained implementation of aviaween the AFCAC and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization tion security measures to avoid the possibility of an in(ACAO), Aviation Security Experts representing AFCAC crease of internal threats. Speakers from the European
member States took part in an ACAO’s Workshop on Civil Aviation Conference, Transportation Security AdmiThreat Assessment and Risk Management, held virtually nistration of the USA, Department of transport of the
from 6 to 8 April 2021. The workshop brought together United Kingdom and Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore
representatives of fourteen (14) member States. The presented the approach based on collecting data and
Workshop highlighted the direct implications of the CO- identifying weaknesses in the aviation security system,
VID-19 pandemic on civil aviation security and how criti- the concept of threat assessment and risk management
cal is the training of aviation security technical personnel and the scientific methodology in assessing the threats.

AVSEC MEETING/WORKSHOP ON THE IMPACT

OF

COVID-19 ON AVIATION SECURITY - 22 APRIL

The European Civil Aviation Conference (ECAC) recovery from an aviation security perspective.
and the African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC) have
organized jointly a workshop on the impact of COVID-19
on aviation security. It was the first joint workshop organized in the framework of the CASE II Project, which is
funded by the European Union and implemented by
ECAC. The Workshop was attended by 107 participants
from 33 AFCAC member states. Speakers and AFCAC
member States have shared their experience on the impact that the current crisis has had on the implementation of aviation security measures, including on operational aspects and human factors; Views and good practices on how the challenges have been addressed: notably, the training and certification of security staff, the
protection and health of security staff and the travelling
public subjected to security measures and the challenges
around the restart of operations and the longer-term

AVSEC PANEL, 28 -29 APRIL 2021
The African members of the AVSEC Panel
(AVSECP) held a virtual meeting, convened by AFCAC in
preparation for the ICAO AVSECP/32 which is slated for
31 May to 4 June 2021. The Group conducted a thorough examination and formulated positions on the
Working Papers which would be submitted to ICAO and

lined up for discussions at the impending Panel session.
The group also reviewed a number of topics of common
interest in the African continent, which led to the drafting of a Working Paper (WP) to be proposed for discussion at the AVSECP/32. The Proposed WP is circulated
to all African States for review and comments.
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AFI CIS PROGRAMME
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MISSION
AFCAC in collaboration with ICAO and BAGASOO conducted an AFI CIS technical assistance mission in Conakry, Guinea. The mission was conducted on request by
Guinea and it was funded by the EU- Aviation Safety in
Africa (ASA) Project. It was the first of a series of missions to be conducted on Guinea until October 2021.
The AFI CIS technical assistance mission covered ANS,

TO

GUINEA, 17 -21 APRIL 2021

AGA and PEL. The primary objective of the mission was
to assist Guinea in enhancing its level of effective implementation (EI) by providing support in the finalization of
regulations, development of guidance materials and inspector procedure manuals, completion of compliance
checklist and preparation of answers to the Protocol
Questions.

LINKS TO OTHER NEWS
African Aerospace - African airlines’ traffic dropped 68.0% in February (08/04/2021) - The International Air Transport Association (IATA) announced that passenger traffic fell in February 2021, both compared to pre-COVID levels
(February 2019) and compared to the immediate month prior (January 2021).
https://www.sabcnews.com/sabcnews/afcfta-agreement-may-help-stimulate-demand-for-air-travel-in-africambalula/ (08/04/2021) - AfCFTA agreement may help stimulate demand for air travel in Africa. The effective implementation of this agreement could lead to Afirca’s mutually beneficial and inclusive growth .
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/continuous-proliferation-taxes-fees-charges-tfcs-air-transport-ngala (16/04/2021)
- Continuous Proliferation of Taxes, Fees and Charges (TFCs) in the Air Transport Industry in Africa: Leading to
very Expensive Ticket Cost for Passengers, Consumers and Travelers especially during this Covid 19 chaos.
Ethiopian Becomes The First African Airline to Trial IATA Travel Pass (ftnnews.com) (25/04/2021) - Ethiopian Airlines Group, Africa’s leading airline, has become the first African airline to conduct the trial of IATA Travel Pass, a
digital travel mobile app to enhance efficiency in testing or vaccine verifications. As travel restarts, travelers need
accurate COVID-19-related information like testing and vaccine requirements which vary among countries.
https://www.flyasky.com/BF/EN/about-ASKY/Press-releases/Press-Release-Details/?UserKey=770 - ASKY, the leading Pan-African Airline set up at the initiative of West & Central African governments, has become the first airline
with a hub in West Africa to join the Africa CDC Trusted Travel Alliance, a major undertaking by the AU to ensure
that Africa has its own digital platform to support the continent’s world-leading vaccine and lab test passport systems.
https://www.traveldailynews.com/post/afraa-and-aci-africa-sign-mou-for-mutual-support-to-the-air-transportindustry-in-africa (26/04/2021) - The African Airline Association (AFRAA) and Airports Council International Africa (ACI Africa) have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to materialise their cooperation. Under the
framework of the MoU, AFRAA and ACI Africa will mutually support the development of the air transport industry in
Africa through collaborative actions to address safe, secure, seamless, environmentally-friendly and affordable air
travel, among others.
Fast-Tracking Travel Recovery - Aviation and Allied Business Publications (aviationbusinessjournal.aero)
(27/04/2021) - The impact of the COVID 19 has no doubt devastated the aviation industry across the world and
Africa in particular where airlines had several pre-COVID 19 challenges. The expectation was that by early 2021 the
world could witness a quick end to the pandemic and a return to normalcy especially with the certification of vaccines late 2020
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