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   Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) Global Epidemic – Outbreak Update  

states of the Bureau agreed to immediately contribute 

US $12, 5 million as seed funding. Member States of 
the Bureau agreed to contribute an amount of $4.5 

million towards boosting the capacity of the Africa 
CDC. The Bureau expressed concern about the possi-

ble shortages of medicines and vaccines as factories 

close or countries retain supplies for their own con-
sumption. Given the limited health infrastructure in 

Africa and the reality that most of the pharmaceuti-
cals and medical supplies consumed on the continent 

are imported, the Bureau called on the international 
community to encourage open trade corridors, espe-

cially for pharmaceuticals and other health supplies. 

Read more (available in English only)  @ https://
au.int/en/pressreleases/20200326/communique-
bureau-assembly-african-union-heads-state-and-
government   

His Excellency President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa, 

President of the Republic of South Arica, in his capacity 
as Chairperson of the African Union, convened a tele-

conference of the Bureau of the African Union Heads of 
State and Government, ahead of the G20 Leaders’ 

Summit video-teleconference on 26 March 2020. The 

Chairperson of the African Union Commission and the 
Director of the Africa Centres of Disease Control and 

Prevention (Africa CDC) also participated in the telecon-
ference. The Bureau expressed grave concern about 

the rising local infections, in the context of densely 
populated human settlements on the African continent 

and consequently underscored the importance of coor-

dination across the continent and the necessity to ex-
change credible and real time information about the 

spread of the virus. The Bureau agreed to establish a 
continental anti-COVID-19 Fund to which member 
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Communique of the Bureau of the Assembly of the African Union Heads of State and 
Government Teleconference on Covid-19, 26 March 2020  

ICAO Council underscores vital role of Air Transport to worldwide post-crisis Recovery  
Montréal, 23 March 2020  

The ICAO Council urged member States, international 

organizations and financial institutions to consider the 
critical importance of civil aviation to the recovery of 

the worldwide economy after the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Council noted that the global response must con-

sider the role of international air transport as a world-

wide enabler in current times of crisis, through vital air 
cargo services supporting the global supply chains, 

rescue of stranded passengers, as well as timely emer-

gency and humanitarian response capabilities. 

Therefore, maintaining the financial and functional 
operability of the global aviation system is a matter 

of urgency in order to establish a path towards a 
recovery from the economic hardships caused by 

COVID-19. Read more @ https://www.icao.int/
Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-Council-underscores-vital-
role-of-air-transport-to-worldwide-post-crisis-
recovery.aspx  

reported, refer to the WHO daily situation reports at https://www.who.int/

emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports. Note: A 

list of African Union Member States Covid-19 Emergency Numbers is at-

tached on this newsletter.  
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ICAO, IMO, and UNWTO call for urgent actions to help the aviation and tourism 
sector withstand COVID-19 impacts - 20 March 2020 

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), 

International Maritime Organization (IMO), and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) joined the UN World 

Tourism Organization (UNWTO) on 19th March 2020 for 
a virtual teleconference on COVID-19. A key conclusion 

of the ministers and senior UN officials present was 

that calls would need to be made urgently to govern-
ments to take immediate actions, including through 

financial aid packages and incentives, to help the avia-
tion and tourism sectors withstand current COVID-19 

risks and impacts.  All stakeholders were unanimous 
that global connectivity by air is facing dire and possi-

bly critical risks due to the threats to the economic 

sustainability of operators being posed by COVID-19 
response protocols worldwide. The UN agencies pre-

sent agreed that a wide ranging coordination body be 
established to begin addressing the public-private re-

sponse required to address these significant and sector-

threatening consequences. Read more @ https://

www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/ICAO-IMO-and--
UNWTO-call-for-urgent-actions-to-help-the-aviation-and
-tourism-sector-withstand-COVID19-impacts-.aspx  

ICAO urges national governments to implement international standards supporting 

COVID-19 response effectiveness - Montréal, 18 March 2020  

The International Civil Aviation Organization issued 

on 18th March 2020 a call to national governments 
on COVID-19 response effectiveness, urging all Con-

tracting States to establish or adhere to several key 
international requirements contained in Annex 9 to 

the Convention on International Civil Aviation, and 

relating primarily to the movement and health relat-
ed screening of passengers and goods. States were 

strongly urged to use coordination between aviation 
and health authorities and to establish National Facil-

itation Committees that comprise all relevant stake-
holders, taking into account that cross-sector collab-

oration at the national level is essential. They were 

also encouraged to adhere to ICAO Annex 9 stand-
ards relevant to sustainable air freight operations 

and the global air cargo supply chain, and to refer to 

specific Annex 9 guidance and other ICAO guidance man-

uals concerning additional measures to be applied in a 
health emergency, including screening. ICAO also di-

rected governments to the resources and links on its 
dedicated COVID-19 online information portal. ICAO also 

issued two electronic bulletins and a State letter to urge 

Member States to adhere to the recommendations and 

guidance provided by the WHO, to highlight ICAO’s role 

in providing aviation-related information on COVID-19 
and as facilitator for States and organizations that are 

members of the CAPSCA programme to implement ef-

fective collaboration and coordination with all stakehold-
ers. Read more @ https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/
ICAO-urges-national-governments-to-implement-
international-standards-supporting.aspx  

Africa’s response to the COVID-19 outbreak has re-

ceived a major boost, after the donation of medical 
equipment, including over 1.5 million laboratory diag-

nostic test kits and over 100 tons for infection preven-
tion and control commodities, by the Jack Ma Founda-

tion and the Alibaba Foundation. The shipment arrived 

in Addis Ababa on the 22nd of March. This relief initia-
tive was launched by the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, Dr 

Abiy Ahmed, together with the Jack Ma Foundation 
and the Alibaba Foundation, as part of actions towards 

implementation of the Africa joint continental strategy 
for COVID-19 led by the African Union through the 

Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 

(Africa CDC). It was noted that each of the Member 
States of the African Union is expected to receive 

20,000 laboratory diagnostic test kits, 100,000 medical 

masks, and 1000 protective suits and face shields, to 

support their fight against COVID-19. Ethiopian Airlines 
will distribute the equipment across the continent.  

Africa’s fight against COVID19 receives major boost with Alibaba donation of 1.5 million 
test kits and 100 tons for infection prevention and control commodities - 23 March 2020  
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The African Civil Aviation Commission and the African 

Development Bank have signed, on 12th March 2020 
at the AfDB Headquarters-Abidjan, a Protocol of 

Agreement as a follow-up to the Aide Memoire signed 
in Montreal, Canada on 4th October 2019 for the 

equivalent of 5,58 million Units of Account (UA) 

or the equivalent of 6,85 million US Dollars for 
the provision of institutional support to AFCAC 

for the implementation of the Single African Air 
Transport Market (SAATM) project. Speaking 

during the signing ceremony at the Headquarters of 
the Bank in Abidjan, the Secretary General of AFCAC 

Mr. Tefera Mekonnen Tefera said the grant from the 

African Development Bank will help strengthen AFCAC 
as the Executing Agency of the Yamoussoukro Deci-

sion and the implementation of the Single Air 
Transport Market (SAATM), thus contributing to the 

sustainable development of air transport in Africa and 

ensuring better air connectivity on the African Conti-
nent. A press release was sent to all States on March 

17th, 2020. The project will run for a three year period 
starting with its launch in April 2020.  

 AFCAC on Recovery and Sustainability of the Aviation Industry posed by COVID-19      

AFCAC in close collaboration with the African Union Commission is coordinating with industry stakeholders to 

develop request for financial and other measures. The Secretary General of ICAO established a taskforce in re-
sponse to AFCAC’s request to have an African focused economic impact analysis to ensure quick recovery and 

sustainability of air transport and connectivity. 

Institutional support project to the AFCAC for the implementation of the Single African Air 
Transport Market  (SAATM) - 12 March 2020, Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire  

Mr Oumarou Amadou, AfDB Director of Infrastructure, 

Cities and urban Development with SG of AFCAC  

AFCAC Secretariat switches to Teleworking as precautionary measure against Covid-19  pandemic 

The African Civil Aviation Commission switched to remote working from home 

in response to the COVID-19 pandemic as of 17 March 2020 and activated the 
Business Continuity Plan (BCP) of AFCAC to step up measures to mitigate the 

spread of the COVID-19, following the directives of the Senegalese Govern-
ment as well as the United Nations System in Dakar, Senegal.  

 The SG of AFCAC paid a courtesy visit to the DG of ANAC Cote d'Ivoire - 13 March 2020 

The Secretary 

General of AFCAC 
paid a courtesy visit to the Di-

rector General of ANAC Cote 
d'Ivoire Mr Sinaly Silue on 13th 

march 2020 in Abidjan. They 

discussed issues related to Afri-
can Air Transport Market 

(SAATM) and the recently con-
cluded USOAP-CMA audit of 

Cote d'Ivoire civil aviation sys-
tem.  

 128th AFCAC Bureau meeting 

While this newsletter is issued, the 128th Bureau has started his planned meeting as of 8 April 2020 through tele-

conference.  
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The Bureau and the Secretariat of the African Civil Aviation 

Commission offer their deepest condolences on the passing 
of Mr Badara A Tarawaley, former Secretary General of Rob-

erts FIR (2016-2019) and former Director General of Sierra 
Leone CAA (2009-2013). Mr Badara A Tarawaley made a 

great contribution to many aspects of civil aviation over the 

period when he was a CAA DG and during his tenure as Sec-
retary General of Roberts FIR. We honor his legacy and 

mourn his loss alongside his family and our aviation industry 
and the people of Sierra Leone.  

The Secretary General of African Civil 

Aviation Commission (AFCAC) deliv-
ered a keynote speech on “Opening the Doors for 

Aviation Strength Across Africa” on 4th March, 
during the Aviation Africa Summit held in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, from 4 to 5 March 2020. Speak-

ers included leaders from African airlines, civil avi-
ation authorities, business aviation & support in-

dustries. Involvement by leading industry bodies 
such as AFCAC, AFRAA and IATA adds weight to 

the debate. Participants debated on existing and 
new challenges and the discussions focused on  

coronavirus, sustainability, and the need for more 

open African skies.   

Aviation Africa Summit, 4 to 5 March 2020  - Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

 African Aviation Training Stakeholders Meeting, 3 February 2020 - Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  

AFCAC attended the African aviation training stakeholders’ meeting organized by the Association of Afri-

can Aviation Training Organizations (AATO) on 3rd February 2020 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The objec-
tive of the meeting was to share ideas on how AATO can collaborate with stakeholders to implement the African 

Aviation Training Roadmap. The meeting was attended also by AATO Council members, Chief ICAO GAT, ICAO 
Regional Officers and CEO African Aviation Services. The AATO’s Roadmap implementation strategies were pre-

sented and the meeting noted the need for quality aviation training since competent aviation personnel is critical 

for the development of a sustainable, safe and secure air transport industry in Africa.”  

  Passing of Former Roberts FIR Secretary-General Mr Badara A Tarawaley  
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Links to other News  

https://www.iata.org/en/pressroom/pr/2020-03-19-01/   (19-03-2020) African airlines had lost US$4.4 billion in 

revenue as at 11 March 2020. Since the end of January thousands of passenger flights have been cancelled in 
Africa. This is expected to increase exponentially with the implementation of additional measures in different 

countries.       

https://www.canso.org/we-must-act-now-keep-our-skies-safe (20-03-2020) The COVID-19 pandemic has 

plunged the aviation industry into an unprecedented crisis, and action is needed now to maintain the stability 

and resilience of the whole aviation system, and to keep our skies safe in the future. CANSO strongly urges 
States to protect air navigation service providers (ANSPs) from financial collapse. 

https://aci.aero/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/200323-COVID-19-Impact-on-Airport-Business-Presentation.pdf  

(20-03-2020) Preliminary assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on the airport business.  

http://abelnewsng.com/2020/03/24/severe-travel-restrictions-annual-passenger-revenue-will-fall-by-252-billion-if

-iata /  (24-03-2020) Severe Travel Restrictions: Annual Passenger Revenue Will Fall By $252 Billion If severe 

travel restrictions remain in place for three months as a result of COVID-19 (IATA).  

https://www.enca.com/business/virus-restrictions-ground-most-africas-airlines-association (27-03-2020) Virus 

restrictions ground most of Africa's airlines: A large number of African states have closed their airports and bor-
ders because of the virus, forcing carriers to scrap inter-African as well as inter-continental flights.  

https://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/what-next-african-airlines  (Last News) African aviation industry leaders, on 

Wednesday 01 April 2020, held a virtual meeting to mull ways to increase chances of post COVID-19 recovery 
and survival. 

https://store.aci.aero/form/airport-business-continuity-management-handbook/  ACI World has made this hand-

book free of charge to members. The Airport Business Continuity Management Handbook is intended to equip 

airport authorities develop appropriate plans that take account of a wide range of possible events, to enable 
them prepare and cope with a disruption, and to return to normal operations as soon as possible.  

A Specialized Agency of 

the African Union for 

Civil Aviation in Africa 
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   AFRICAN UNION MEMBER STATES COVID-19 EMERGENCY NUMBERS  

These numbers operate 24 hours. If you have symptoms of COVID-19 or know 
anyone who has a case, please call the emergency number in the country where you reside.  


